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A WORD 


To the Approaching 


PARLIAMENT. 


OW glorious ave thy works, O Lord ! the Prophet cryed out, in 
the Tranſports of his Admiration , which the fight of ſo 
many great wonders and incomparable pieces of Workman- 

| ſhip, of which the world is full , cauſed in him. He could 
not but wonder to behold ſo great a number of Creatures , 
their Beauty, their Riches, and their differing Qualities. Nor 
was the magnificence of this goodly fight , the onely reaſon 

_ of his Exclamation 3 the addition which he makes (Thou 
baſt made all things in Wiſdom) ſhews, That he was equally 
raviſhed at the miraculous Order that the Creator had eſtabli- 
ſhed among them. For it after the production of fo much 


there had not beenan orderly Government of ,the whole , the World, which was 
:0n . and made to ſhew the perfe&tion .of the Archite& , would 


variety, 
to be a work of ) 
have! been nathing but a heap of diſoxder and confuſion. | 

If. then this Oxder, without which the World would have proved a meer Chaos, appear 


to be ſo-Jovely and ſo admirable , the deep. coritrivance which the wiſdom of God found 
out toeſtabliſh it-in the Univerſe, is no leſsto be admired and wondered at by all Man- 
kind. - For he made the Creatures unequal in their perfection , to the end the leſs perfect 
ſhould be beholding and dependant upon the more excellent 3 and to each he allotted a 
place. proper for the degree, of his perfeftion.' For. that reaſon he plac'd' the Sun in the 

it might diſtribute its light to all the parts of the lower world, 


higheſt Heavens, to the end it might dulh 
that its reviving heat might contributs tothe growth, increaſe, nouriſhment, and preſerva- 


tionof Plants, Animals, and Men, and.cvcry year renew the Earth by the influences of his 


beams, 

God has obſerved the ſame Celeſtial management in reſpe& of men. They are born 
with various endowments, :both of their pafts and endowments, he hath raiſed ſome 
above bthers. and has orderad the preſervation, repoſe, and happineſs 'of men whom he 
hasJubjedted , to depend-upon the continual. cares and” vigilant toyls of them whom he 
has appointed tobe Governoprs. So that we may ſay, that as the Sun' is the eye that gives 
as the fight of all things, and without which'our Eyes would be abſolutely Wnprofitable : 
A King is in the ſame manner the Eyc of his Kingdom 3 the Eye from: whence the Subjects 
oontirmally receive; their Gght, and without which they would not be able to avoid the Pre- 


cipices of Confuſion. _ _. : . 
[; Itiis this Order procecding from the wiſdom of God , that has ſubjedted the Malticude 
to.ene Man; which Plato himfelf acknowledges, {Dial de Reg, .) when he wiſhes, That as 
" the world, fo all nien were under the Government of one ſingle King, 


Gad ts the onely Governour of | FT 
Mankind, (faith'he) will never be certarnly and perfeftly happy , till theycome under the Govern- 
ment :of one fingle Monarch. >, all the cauſes of War ſhall then ceaſe. No longer then ſhall Intereſt, 
Ambitiom, Fealonfie, arm Saveraigns one againſt another , nor the fields be covered with Armed 
Multitudes , breathing nothing bus each others deſtruftion. Then ſhall no more be heard the loud 

aplaints of people hewailing the ſeverity of Tyrannizing Dominion ; "No longer would the 
micked, the perfidiows,” the Villainaus, find ſhelter and ſandiuary in F orraign Dominions but 6 
many different Nations, would. become one Family , under one tender and indulgent King and 


Father * | TEST ; i 
- \Bat God has not been contented onely to tye Subjects to their Soveraigns by theintereſi 
MN z for he, well knowing the blindneſs and 
2 incon- 


which obliges them to remain in their 
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inconſtancy of Men , fore-ſaw that ſuch a tye would prove too weak and ſlender z and 
therefore he engaged them to Submiſhon out of Conſcience 3 and has made the obligation 
of bzing Obedient to Kings,.a Religious-Duty. He- has allo fo expreſly. and clearly ſet 
forth this Duty in ſo many places of Scripture, that it is apparent , tha& i ſeems thereby 
to have been the full detign of his Divine Will , to'take away all pretences, whatever that 
might be made uſe of for the violation thereof, Having above all things'declared, ( 1 Pet. 
c. 2.) That ncither the evil Inclinations or bad Qualitics of Soveraigns , nor the Severity 
of their Government, are of ſufficient force to free the Subjects from their Loyalty. And 
this politive Declaration was abſolutely neceflary , in regard that the Fidelity which binds 
them to their Lawful Princes, beivg the onely cauſe of the Tpanqulllity: of Kingdoms.and 
Empires, if God had left them at their Liberty to withdraw themſelves from their -Subje&iy 
on upon ſuch or ſuch occafions, he had expoſed the Kingly Government to the Injuftice amd 
ralhneſs of every hair-brain'd Judgment , and their Kingdomes to all the miſeries of ſud- 
dain Reſolutions. And if he had not eſtabliſhed Obedience to Princes by a peculiar Law , 
Kings could not cafily be affur'd. of the Obedience and Loyalty of _ their Subjects, becauſe 
the humours of Men are {abject to change , and Levity is natural to Mankind: as alſo by : 
reaſon of the varicty of Intercits that carry them, which are ſo powertatthat they are hard-' 
ly able to anſwer for themſelves. Now this Fidelity thus explain'd, is ar obligatiog.which 
God impoſes upon us , which no intercli ought to weaken,” and with which no Authority 
can difpence. YE. { EN 

Some there are, that queſtion how Subjccts are to behave themſeves, when Kings in 
their Treaties violate the Fundamental Laws of Monarchy.  As:for example, what the. 
French were to have done, if Francis the Firft had been obſiinate, to perform the Treaty 
which he made at Madrid, by which he had engaged himſelf to deliver up the Poſſeſſion. of 
Burgundy to Charles the Fifth. Toythis, one of the moſt knowing and accompliſhed Politi- 
cians of our Age makes anſwer , That in ſuch cafes as theſe, it ſhould be the firſt attempt 
of the Subjeds to labour to perſwade the Prince from his Intention, by Petitions and Re-' 
monſtrances. To which if the King, give no regard, what can the Subject do, ſaith he, but 
receive his Commands and his Orders, and forbear to put ther in-execution ? Thus did the 
French behave themſelves in reference to Francs the Firſt. Afterwards he adds, that ſhould 
it happen, as it is not altogether impoſſible, that he ſhould attempt by force , what he could 
not get by fair mcans,z what ſhall they do.in ſuch a ſtrange caſe *-Shall they - give \way to 
that violence that threatens to over-whelm them ? Or ſhall they take -up Arms to repel it ? 
Which ſhall they {ide withal ? Submiſſion or Reſiſtance ? Deſert the good of the King, or 
make a War, not againſt the Prince, for that.1s n yer to be permitted, but againſt the will 
of the Prince ? Thcſe things being certain Preciplyh 5; into one of which there is a-neceſlity 
of falling, and the Malignity of the. Reigning Confffllation being no way to be affwaged, 
what other means can they have recourſe to, bukro ctual force'; calling to their aſſiſtance 
the Law of Nature, which is that of ſel{-Preſervation ? What ſhould they do, but ceaſe 
to a& as Subjects , when the King ceaſes to a& asa Soveraign , andthis too in ſuch things 
as are not withjn the Pale of SubjeRtion, or the. rights of Soveraigns ? a4 

The reſolution of this Caſe given by a poor ſo ſolid and judicious ,'makes me believe 
that the Chriſtians are, in reſpect to Humanc R ceaſon, what the Heathen were in reſpe& of 
the Oracles of their falle Gods. . Thoſe Oragles; deluded arfl impoſed npon their Conſul- 
\ ters, by the obſcuriy. and ambiguity of their Anſwers, and Yet they were frequented. '* In 
the ſame manner, though Chriſtuans have ſo much experience, that the'decifions of Reaſon 
are ſo incertain, they cannot but they muſt confult it: neither'can any thing put them out 
of conceit. with that contidence which they havein it. And;yet that which renders them 
extraordinarily to. blame , that: the Oracle of ;the Holy Spirit , which is the onely infal- 
lible Oracle, is poſitive in theſe words, (Fer. iy. 5.) Curſedbe the-man who truſts in him- 
ſelf, and that taketh. fleſh for his arm 3 that is to lay, who relyes upon his Reaſon , and pre- 
fers the crooked and, dangerous by-ways which, that diſcovers. to'hithi , ' before the \certain, 
ſiraight , and even.paths in which the Law of. God direQs'him., Thus:we ſee that men 
of Wit and, Parts axe always floating and divided tn their judgments:, -never uniform« ia 
their Reſolutions zj; whale the ſmple-hearted.perfon, that relyes upor;Got.and guides Hirn- 
ſelf by Faith, walks, with affurance,”("Prove 2..), The way of the Lind if eftvength of 'the ſim- 
ple , or-of thole thatare not wiſe in thcir own cohiceit. Now'to apply'this to our Subject; 
when Kings have by their Treaties ſurrendered up any Importent'place'of ſtrength, or part» 
ed with ſome conſiderable Province ,. what do they that preſume upon their own conceits'? 
They confame and. waſi themſelyes , in yain Arguments: They / ſay that« Subjects _ - 
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right to oppoſe the Conclution of ſuch Treaties , and that theyiare not obliged to a&. as 
Subjects, when Princes leave to a& as Soveraignsz they meaſure the extent of Regal Power 
by that of their own Duties, and augment or abridge them according to; the diverſity of 
their own thoughts and imaginations : They dive into the very Original of Soveraign 
Right and Priviledge , and labour to eſtabliſh and ſet up thoſe which Nature gives us; But 
then how does the ſimple Perſon behave himſelf? He walks in the way which the Law of 
God has mark'd out for him : That Law ordains him to obey the King,he does'fo 3 others 
labour to turn him out of. this way by ſpecious Reaſons. They tell him the King goes a- 
bout to over-turmn the Fundamental Law- of Monarchy , as being one of thoſe that are Re- 
giſtred among the firſt Conſtitutions of the Government, But he believes none of their ar- 
guments , not believing himſelf to be of capacity ſufficient to make uſe of his reaſon in a 
matter of ſo much Jiffulty. He onely knows that Humane Reaſon is very degeitful, and 
that the Law of God cannot err, (* Eccleſ. c. 33.) The man of underſtanding giveth credence unto 
the Law of God, and the Law 4 faithful unto him, | | 

This carriage of the fimple perſon, that is, of the true perſon of Worth and Honeſty, and 
the real Chritiian , is not onely rhe moſt ſure in reference to Conſcience, but alſo the moſt 
jaſt and rational that can be followed. For in regard that Subje&s cannot underſtand the 
rrue condition of Aﬀairs, it is impoſſible for them to judge, whether it be advantagious 
or prejudicial to part with a Province from the reſt of the Dominion. So that the gene- 
ral knowledge and ſentiments which they may have in ſuch Afﬀairs, carry them all to Obe- 
dience. For they may know in general, that one Province may be given in exchange for 
another, which is nearer and more convenient 3 or parted withal to prevent a Bloody and 
tedious War 3 which inſtructs them , that they cannot be Judges of the Actions of their. 
Sovcraigns, without a peremptory Temerity. ' 1t is not permitted to Subjefts , faith Tacitus , 
( Aunal., 1, 6.) to condemn the Adtions of Princes , nor #0 ſearch into the hidden reaſons of their 
Conduti, The Gods bave made them Arbiters of all Afﬀairs of Rule and Empire , and have one- 
ly left to us the honour to obey, Belides, is there any priviledge of the Subje& broken, when 
a Prince parts with any of his Dominions ? Does the Kingdom belong to them ? Is it:not 
the Kings Inheritance ?- So then it is beyond contradiction, that Kings, in Hereditary King- 
doms eſpecially , have power and priviledge to alienate any part of their Eſtatesz fance it 
is to be preſumed, that no Prince will ever do ſuch an at, unles thereto compelled by an 
inevitable neceſiny , or that he find ſome conſiderable advantage thereby. | 

The oppoſition of the French to the Treaty which Charles the Sixth made with Henry the 
Fifth King of Eng/and, and the War which they entered into to prevent the' conſequences , 
are proofs alleadged without any appearance of Reaſon, to evince that Subje&s may ſome- 
times oppoſe themſelves againtt the wills of their Soveraigns.. For the French could not be 
{aid to take up Arms upon that occafion againſt Charles the Sixth : neither could ſuch a 
Treaty be faid to be of any force, which was made ata time when the Prince had no power 
of himſelf, and which took from his Son a Crown that was his lawful Right, Inſhore, 
the Ambition of Henry the Fitth King of Eng/and., the Revenge of the Duke of' Burgundy, 
and the averſion of Queen T1/avel of Bavaria , that were the'true . cauſes- of; that Treaty. 
So that there never was a julier War then that of the French, who fought againſt the Uſur- 
per of the Kingdom , and took part with Charles the Seventh, who was not. onely Suc- 
ceſſour, but in poſſeiſion of the: Kingdom , his Father being, civilly dead, and ngt- ina, con- 
dition to meddle with bulineſs. AE 

But chere are other more particular pretences that are urged by the Lovers of No- 
veltie, to alienate the Subjcct . from their Prince, and warrant their Diſloyalty z Re- 
igion, Reformation of Milcarriagcs in Government, and Oppretſion of Taxes, axe the 
moſt uſual pretences made uſe. of to'debauch the Subject, and allure them to Combination 
and Rebellion. - But a Loyal Subje&t ought to take care of being-deluded: by theſe pre- 
tences, and to have always in his thoughts the ſaying of Tacitus, (Hiſt. 1.4.) That Liberty 
and eaſe of the Peoples Greivances,are the ſpecious baits with which the Faftions draw'the wnſtable 
Multitude to their Party. To them then that complain againſt Subſidies and. Taxes, : there 
is this anſwer.to be given, That God does not onely oblige us to obey thoſe:Princes who 
rule their. Subjets with mildneſs and gentleneſs, \but alſo thoſe that Govem: with Ill- 
husbandry, who oppreſs them, and abuſe their own Power... As for the Pretence of Re-+ 
formation of Government, , we are.to underſtand, that chere is no way to attain order by 
diſorder 3, nor muſt we procure; the health and xecovery of a Kingdome, by ſuch a violent 
and dangerous Remedy as War, which cauſes more Diſtempers and dangerous miſchicts 
__ thole . which we go about to cure, or could SIE polhibly endured tor many - yeae 

Orc, ms, ne 
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© The prerepee of Raligipn is the moſt Pogertul of: all ,, and always when the Heads 
of-rhe!Paxty! arc! perſons of - Intreague: and-Artifice ; they never. fail of producing-won- 
dexful'ERvts. | Under this Covertarc it was, that the great deligns and ambitious projects 
of the Houſe of: Laxrdia were concealPd,- when the Duke of Gxiſe made that famous League 
againſt -Henry-the Third, and by which he got ſo much repute, and Enlarged his-antho- 
rlry in ſo ſmall-a time. For we finde it was the Continual care of the Duke of Gziſe, and 
after him of the Duke of Lorrain, to imprint in the Hearts of the. people, by. means of the 
Clergy who' governed their Conſciences, that Henry: the. Third privately favoured the 
Hugenots:and that there-might be no. farther doubt of it;they reduced the King to that Con- 
dition; that he was forced to League himſtl with the King of Navar, with whom he was 
no ſooner agreed, but that fatal blow was given him at St. Clox's, by the Inſtigation of. the 
cſuites,''' 7 1% 2730s 
J The pretence of Religion was ſo powerful, as to Engage a prodigious number of Per- 
ſons of Quality and Devotion in that League, and to kindle and enflame two great Wars 
in France-and 'Germany : which came to paſs, not onely by the Induſtry of great Perſo- 
nages, 'driving at various defigns, but alſo through the ignorance of the Principles of our 
Religion ,* wherein the greateſt part of Chriſtians take little care to inſtruct themſelves. 
For example.this is one that ought to be the perpetual rule of their Conduct : We are nor 
to doe any evil , to procure any good , or to prevent any evil. Now for a Chriſtian to 
to revolt againſt his Lawful ' Prince , is an apparent evil, and a Crime which he ought 
never to be guilty of, upon the expe&tance of any good to:come of it, nor. out 'of fear of 
any dangerous diſadvantage. And we are farther to .conhider, that how great ſoever the 
Misfortunes "that threaten Us may. ſeem to be, if we intend 'to ſtand frm to: our Duty, 
they are all to be-Jooked upon as inferiour.to the wounds of Conſcience. This religious ſub- 
miffion to-thoſe whom God: has\ſet _over-us, -was obſeryable in the Chriſtians of- the four 
firſt Ages, who never departed from thetr Obedience to the Pagan Emperours, though they 
were fuch as perſecuted them with excremity:.of 'Rage 3- who ſought nothing bur. their utter 
Extripation,/'and put them to death* with the! molt exquifite Torments they could deviſe. 
And*which-is moſt wonderful, is this, that there were- ſeveral: who were: the Domeſtick 
Servants of thoſe Emperours;' fome-who: bare conſiderable Offices: and Employments in 
their:Courtsz and ſuch a conſiderable nuraber who-venrured 'therr lives for them: in their 
Armies, that there were aboye thirty 'thoufand at one time that ſerved under Diocleſian. 
They who: were the Emperours domeſtick Servants,ferv'd them with 'refpedt, affection and 
fidelity 4i-and/ they who were liſted in their Armies, fought with no leſs zeal for the preſer- 
vation of the" Empire.  Inſomuch, that Sf. Sebaſtian, ane'.of the Captains of Diocleſians 
Guard; upbraiding: him for his Cruelty towards the Chriſtians, «This cruelty, ſaith'he, deft 
ethos extreiſe againſt t y beſt' Servants," und. ag ainft people that continually pray for thy Proſperity, 
and the: ſafety of tby Empire. 'St. Romulus ,* Grand Maſter of Trajans Court, tax'd the (aid 
Emperour with /the ſam Ingraritude, when he Disbanded Eleven thouſand Chriſtians , 
and baniſhed/them'into/ Armenia , boldly baming him for'depriving himſelf of the touteſi, 
and moſt feithfi} Soiildiersmihis Army: NL Ft 1 
' Fora fatther:demonſtration of this' Truth, it will not be from the purpoſe, to recite the 
Oath which the Chriſtians took when' they were litied m; the Army, as it is recorded by 
Vepefing in theſewords. - We oblipe''our ſelveri'in the Name: of ' God, of Chriſt, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt ; and in the name of his Imperial Majeſty, which next to God we are bound to Honowr, to be 
faithful +6 the" Emperouv , ta obey: bis' commands, nat to depart from his Service, and not to re- 
fuſety die'wheni'netd ſhall retrive,- for the Service bf the publick,Weal. |. 2, | 


"This Form «vas pence by all the E ;pezouts', till. the Raign of Mateimian Herewler, 


whis: Hteredit)and ordained, That all the Officers and Souldiers ſhould ſwear upon the 'Altars of 
his Falſe gotls,' That they would fight like met of courage, agaitſft all Enemies whatever that ſhould 
oppiof®Þi4 Mere... This Order iwas no ſooner brought to the Theban Legion , which con- 
filed FiSthouſand fix; Hundred" Souldiers',- but they''quitted'the Camp , 'and removed 
about'three Leagyies off; which the Emperour underſtanding, ſent and ſummoned them to 
rettrt, --But St, Marritins, who commanded that famous Legion, ſent back for-anſwer,Thar 
both iHe wiid ii Fellow-Souldiert weve ready to hazard their Lives in his Service , bi that bein 
Chriftlaiit ; "they "could nit aeknowledge as a' Deity , © any other than the liuitg Gotl, and con! 
peiforhe 'no Re ' Worſhip before inanimate-Idols. Maximian upon this Anſwer , cauſed the 
6} Tegion” be decirpated 4 bucthit decimation effe@ing no change; either th the Cap- 
tan; 6r the tefdlution? of 'tthe Sguldicts, -he Grdered a ſeconid- decimation: t& 5 Yethe peypote, 
on at Wffin's great/firy; He tirned'his whole Force irpety them, and/eaſed-them all 
tobe moſt inhumanely Maſſacred. ; & 
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Thave made this Portraiture of the Chriſtians of the Antient times, .to the end, the Chri- 
ſtians of our days may therein behold the Condemnation of their Judgmentsand Proceed 
ings 3 and to ſhew them that the French who made War againſt Henry - the ;Third 4; becauſe 
they thought him a Hegenot , and againſt Henry the Fourth, becauſe he was. zeally fo;were 
equally culpable of High-Treaſon/againſt God and Man and. to convict them that there is 
no difference m Religion, no Raigning Tyranny, no Intereſt, no Reaſon, .no-preterice can 
juſtiie Rebellion. - Wiſe men, faith Tacitus, patiently indure the Rule 'of bad Princes, as they 
do the bad effefis of bad Conſtellations. -. And they look, upon their wexation, proferipttons, poyſon- 
ings, and other-effetis of their cruelty ; as they confider' Famine, Peſtzlence; and: other. epidemick, 
Maladies , to proceed from the evil temper of the Air. It behoves us to pray to God. ta Jengigs 
mild and juſt Rulers ; but being once ſent, we muſt ſubmit with patience. WA TIE, 

This Obligation upon Subzects not to ttart from their Allegiance to their Soveraigns, is 
highly commended by the moſt zealous Proteſtants abroad. And among the reſt, M. de Gom- 
baut blames the Rochellers, for ſhutting their Gates againſt their King, and for conſtraining 
him to lay Siege to their Town : They ſhould have opened their Gates, (aith he, to their King 
and for their own relief, have onely made wſe of the Arms of Faith. pee whine 1 | 

Pagan Theology agrees in this point with Chriſtian Divinity, and places the violation of 
that Obedience which Subje&ts owe their Princes , among the Crimes which; the Juſtice of 


the Gods molt {everely punith in Hell. | 


Nec wenti dominorum fallere dextras. Virgil, 1. 6. Aneid, 


God, faith Plato, reſerves in himſelf the beginning, the middle, and the. end of | things ,, con- 
demns by his juſt Decrees all thoſe who live not humbly and 'peaceably, batontof a mad and 
ſenceleſs pride, believing themſelves more capable of Rule and Government , .endeavonr to ſhake off 
their Soveraigns yohe. ' 3 "0, - 

But God having'eſtabliſhed the Thrones of Kings, to procure the publick good , and to 
maintain Order among, Men , has not onely forbid their Subjects to revolt from their Duty, 
but has alſodeclared, that the perſons of Kings are Sacred, and that how unjuſt, vidleat,and 
cruel they may be, all attempts upon their Lives are to be abominated. .. Touch: not thoſe who 
are conſecrated to God by their holy Un&ion , faith the Scripture , and conſequently ought 
to be rever'd and reverenc'd, as partaking.of Divinity. - And to the end there ſhould want 
nothing of that reſpe& , which it is his high pleaſure ſhould be given to Kings, he gives 
us to underftand; lat their Honour is dear to him', and that he would not have that Ho- 
nour wounded' ſo-rnuch as in thought': 1/5 the King no. evil in thy thought; ſaith the Prea- 
cher. pot aiorts tents 
No wonder then that our Church , inſtructed by. the- Holy Spirit 3 I:do:not mean that 
of the Jeſaits and Papiſts , inftructed:by the Spirit of: Antichritt, has ſucha particular care 
of Kings, ufing alther Authority to'pyeſerve their Perfons:and Dignity.: And yet to ſhew 
that the Papiſts would be ſcerfiingly-of this Religiong, whew it ſtands with'their intereſt , 
we find that the Council of Conſtance, ( Seſſ. 15.) thundered out their Anathema's againſt 
Fean Petit; who' endetvonred to ſeta'foor a New Doftrine,' by which he-fabjected the Go- 
vernment '6f Rings ts the judgment of their Subjects , and/expoaſed:their-Porſpns to their 
Sacrilegious Attempts. This DoQrineiſetion foot by the fore-mentionediiPeair'y ac:the in- 
fiigatiori of t ke of Brrgnidy;;”to'pive ſotne-colour to the Aﬀaſhnation of:the:Duke of 
Orteance, onely Brdther to Charter” the 'Sixth , + begat- duch/a dread among albmen; that 
notwithflanding the power of the Duke of / Bargaidy / at that" time Regear of-che King- 
dom , it 'was immediately coridemned by the'Univertity:of Paris , and theBodksthernſelves 
burnt before the Church of Noftre Dame. One of the farnous Councik-of-i/Spain; did: Ex- 
communicate all thoſe that decry'd Kingly Government, or any way went about to blaſ- 
pheme their dignity by defaming Libels. And indeed, we ſhould be too tedious to repeat 
what might be found both in Scripture, in the Acts of Councils, and in the writings of the 
Holy Fathers to this purpoſe. 

And indeed, the Obedience which we owe to God and his Church , ought without all 
queſtion to oblige us to have the ſame veneration for Kings , to be inviolably Loyal to them, 
and to obey their Commands. Nevertheleſs, where may we hind thoſe Chriſtians, that ho- 
nour God in the perſons of their So eras, w e faithful to them, to acquit themſelves 
of an obligation of Conſcience, a Yobe edbir Commands with ſo much diligence 


and exaQneſs , as if they had received them from God himfelf ? We do not find that real 


Fidelity and Loyalty is the vertue of thoſe that make the greateſt ſhew of it, but that they 
are 


[8] 


are rather led by the deſire and hope of Princes favour; that their zeal for the ſervice of the 
King redoubles when they receive rewards 3 but grows cold, when looked upon with indif- 
ferency or contempt3 and is abſolutely laid afide, when they find another opportunity to 
better their fortunes. Which is the rea(on, that in all Courts , ſo many perſons meditate 
nothing but Intrigues, and Cabals , and to put themſelves into a condition to wreſt from 
the Prince by force , thoſe gratifications and rewards which they think they deſerve. 

In others, this Loyalty is nothing elſe but the fear of thoſe puniſhments which Kings are 
able to infli& upon thoſe that dare adventure to violate their Duties by Cabals and Fai 
ons againſt their Government , and by Conſpiracies againſt their Perſons. The proof 
"up appears by this, That Princes who have the greateſt averſion againſt ſhedding of 

d, ſpare not ſometimes the Blood of the moſt conſiderable perſons in their Kingdom , 
to retain others in their Duty, by ſuch examples of rams armwom 

The Loyalty of men of Judgment and Solidity proceeds from the knowledge which they 
have, that there is nothing ſo great as the power of Kings , and that the very thought of 
deſtroying them is not onely Impiety, but meer madneſs. For they know, that they have 
for their Guards an active Force , ſuthcient to quell the Attempts of popular Tumult, and 
able to prevent the embodying of any warlike Conſpiracy 3 and that it rarely happens,that 
Plots and Contrivances againtt Princes take effe&t, unleſs the negligence of the Prince will 
take no warning. They know moreover, that Kings are the diſpenſers of all ſorts of Fa- 
vours, Honours, Dignities, Riches, which men ſo much covet 3. and that they have thoſe in- 
falible ways to reduce to their Obedience , thoſe that ſhall be drawn afide 3 not ſo much 
out of a deſign of Rebellion , as to better the condition of their Aﬀairs. Laſtly, they 
know. that the moſt part of ſuch Subjects as have fo far forgot themſelves, as to ſtand, in 
competition with-their Soveraign , have come to unfortunate ends , periſhed in miſery, 
grown old in Priſon, or conſumed their days in opprobrious Exile. 

As for the rich, whoare contented with their Eſtates, and delire nothing farther then to 
enjoy the pleaſures of this life ; they arc ſo much the "Enemies of War, that they devote 
themſelves to the King , as being the chiet Watchmen of the City , to prevent Dome- 
ſtick and Forraign Enemies from comes. their Tranquillity ; and look upon him as the 


Titular Angel of theix repoſe and happineſs. 
—— Dew nobu hec otia fecit. 


As for the Domeſtick ſervants of Princes, that enjoy the great Employments and Digni- 
ties at Court, they can never fail intheir Loyalty , without the loſs of their Reputation,and 
ruine of their Fortunes. 
 Laftly; the inclination of the people, is nothing but an inclination of them, to remain 
in the fame condition where they find themſelves 3. and as they have the leſs inclination to 
quit that condition, the les they are ſollicited 3 it appears that they are always equally diſ- 
poſed to Obedience or Diſloyalty , and that their Fidelity purely depends upon opportuni- 
ties and Conjuncures. out | 

Thus it appears, that the Root of Loyalty in the generality of Subjedts is very ſlender , 
ſince it depends upon the inclinations of the Heart of Man, changing with;the, wind of In- 
tereſt, and receiving its birth from every alteration ofthe thoughts of the mind. | 

So that'from all that has been ſaid, we muſt conclude, That it we would preſerve an in- 
_ violable and'vertuous Loyalty towards our King, it behoves us to be bound to our lawful 
Prince, with: the ſame tye that : we are bound to God, That we Honour and Reverence 
Kings as his Lieutenants, and his living Images , as the Minilters of his Juſtice, and the In- 
fruments of his Will and Commands. | 


FINIS. 


